
Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
Rules and Resolutions Committee 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Wisconsin Conservation Congress Rules and Resolutions Committee 
was held on Friday, August 25, 2006 at the Mead Environmental Education Center, Milladore, 
Wisconsin.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. for action on items 1-7. The meeting 
adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 
1. Organizational Matters 
 
1.A. Calling the roll 
 
Present:  Tony Blattler, Co-Chair, Portage County; Larry Bonde, Co-Chair, Manitowoc County; 
Dick Koerner, Secretary, Winnebago County; Ken Anderson, Vilas County; Dick Baudhuin, 
Door County; David Larson, St. Croix County; Bruce Thomae, Langlade County and Larry 
Vanderhoef, Waushara County.  
 
Excused:  Wade Jeske, Oconto County.  
 
Unexcused:  Rollie Bessett, Iron County; Dennis Neuman, Outagamie County; Frank Reith, Clark 
County and Ray Smith, Polk County.  
 
DNR Liaison Tim Andryk and Tom Van Haren were excused.  AnnMarie Kutzke and Kurt 
THiede were present as Congress Liaisons.  
 
WCC Leadership:  Ed Harvey, Chair. 
 
2.  Discussion and Action Items  
 
2. A. Reading and Approval of Minutes 
 
Ms. Kutzke reviewed the previous committee minutes.   
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Vanderhoef to accept the minutes as reviewed.  
Motion carried.  
 
2.B.  Unfinished business – a quick review of the items from the previous meeting in May.  
 
2.C.   Resolutions 
 
Resolution 020206 – WCC Election Procedures.  This resolution was from Myron Anderson in 
Ashland County.  It asks for a secret ballot at the District meeting to vote for Executive 
Councilors.  
 
Mr. Vanderhoef MOVED, seconded by Mr. Blattler to table.  Motion carried.  



 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Larson to bring resolution 020206 off the table.  
Motion carried.  
 
After discussion that the Code of Procedures says it must be done at the annual meeting.   
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED to reject, seconded by Mr. Larson.  Motion to reject carried.  
 
Resolution 110306 – WCC Resolution Process.  To allow only Wisconsin residents of any age to 
vote on proposed resolution at the spring hearings.   
 
Anyone can vote, we have non-resident land owners and hunters.  The statue must be changed to 
allow for this to be implemented.  Mr. Harvey commented that e-mails and written 
correspondence are considered comments and not votes during this time on the Departments side.   
 
Mr. Baudhuin, MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson to reject.  Motion carried.  
 
Resolution 150506 – WCC Delegate Election.  Recommends the election of delegates to be held 
after the WI-DNR fish and wildlife section of the hearing.    
 
Mr. Baudhuin - Some groups are vocal and you would have a better idea of how informed an 
individual is if you listened to their comments.  One can make a more informed decision on who 
to vote for.  
 
Mr. Harvey - We will lost people if the voting is delayed as many people fill out their ballot now 
and leave.   Some worry about non hunters like the cat question will give their ballots to the one 
next to them when they leave after cat question is done.  
 
Mr. Anderson – Some counties they have to twist arms to get someone to run.  There should be 
more questionnaires available and sent to sportsmens clubs and public libraries and ALIS 
vendors.   How about giving extra copies to Fleet Farm, Gander Mountain and Cabelas.   
 
Mr. Bonde MOVED, to add this to the list of questions to be sent to all delegates and have 
pros, cons and options.  Seconded by Mr. Baudhuin.  Motion carried.   
 
Resolution 700306 – Establish a Grievance Procedure for Resolutions.   
 
Ms. Kutzke indicated some individuals stated to her the resolution authors are not being notified 
on committee meetings and what happened with their resolution.  This was made electronic in 
July of this year.  The system will automatically generate a letter to the resolution author to 
include what the vote was and what happened to the resolution.   
 
Mr. Thiede asked how big is this problem.   
 
Mr. Harvey said there should be someone from the Executive Committee at each meeting.  
 
Mr. Thiede said we should make a sub-committee and add to the list.   
 
Mr. Larson MOVED to table.  Mr. Anderson seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
3.  Proposed Code of Procedure changes and operating procedures.  



 
3.A.  Subject:  To host a 2 day annual convention on Thursday and Friday for the second 
weekend in May.  
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Baudhuin to have a 2-day Thursday and Friday 
convention for 2008 and beyond.   
 
Mr. Vanderhoef - It may be better to go Friday and Saturday.  Many have to work or take 
vacation to attend the convention.  
 
Ms. Kutzke said she would get back to us in 30 days.  She has to plan 5 years ahead.   
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson that our meeting next year 2007 in 
Cable, would be a 2-day conference.  Motion carried.   
 
This will be a committee recommendation to the Executive Council in January 2007. 
 
3.B.  Subject:  To reduce the size of the Conservation Congress from 5 delegates per county to 3 
delegates per county with staggered two year terms.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson to not put this on the delegate survey.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Thiede would like to gather a list of all counties throughout the state that receive 
reimbursement from their county.  
 
3.C.  Executive Council Elections
 
It has been suggested that in fairness to all delegates a secret ballot vote should be conducted in 
each District at the convention.  This means every delegate gets a vote instead of 1 vote per 
county. 
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Thomae that every delegate get a vote to elect an 
Executive Councilor for those that declare and send this to the delegates on the 
questionnaire.  Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson not to have 2 Executive Councilors 
from the same county.  Motion failed by a 3 to 4 vote.  
 
Mr. Vanderhoef MOVED, seconded by Mr. Larson to alow 2 Executive Councilors from 
the same county.  Motion carried 4 to 3.   
 
3.D.  Merge Districts 11 and 12 into one District
 
Milwaukee County has had a decrease in attendance at the spring hearings and the surrounding 
counties have had an increase in urbanization.   
 
Mr. Vanderhoef MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson to recommend we merge District 11 
and 12 and send to all delegates on the survey.   With a note that the Rules and Resolutions 
committee supports this change.   Motion carried.  
 



3.E.  Executive Committee Elections 
 
A secret ballot vote should be conducted by the entire delegation to determine the chair, vice-
chair and secretary of the Congress.  
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Vanderhoef that the chair, vice-chair and 
secretary of the Executive Council be elected by secret ballot by the full delegation and this 
be send to all delegates on the survey.  Motion carried.  
 
3.F.  Executive Councilors and Advisory Committee Assignments
 
Councilors and committee chairs should be the primary spokespersons for the Congress.   
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Larson not to put this item on the delegate 
survey.  Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Vanderhoef indicated that there should be a co-chair for every committee.  
 
3.G.  DNR Violations and Delegates
 
Should current delegates on the Conservation congress found guilty of a DNR violation be 
removed or face some disciplinary action.  
 
Mr. Vanderhoef MOVED, to have an ad hoc committee to set standards. Motion died due to 
lack of a second.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Koerner not to place this question on the survey 
for all delegates.  Motion carried 4 to 2.  
 
3.H.  Removal from the Conservation Congress 
 
The Executive Council should enforce, be consistent and adhere to removal from the 
Conservation Congress as follows in the 2005 Code of Procedures and below. 
 
II. Removal from the Conservation Congress 
 

A. All delegates are subject to removal from the Conservation Congress for any of the 
following:  

 
1. Unexcused absences from any of the Spring Rules Hearings & County 

Congress Meeting, Spring District Meeting, Fall District Meeting, annual 
convention and assigned advisory committees will be subject to discipline 
by the Executive Council, which may include removal from the 
Conservation Congress.  

 
2. When appearing in public, if you invoke your affiliation with the 

Conservation Congress, you are required to speak the Conservation 
Congress position.  Delegates who invoke their Conservation Congress 
affiliation and promote a view different from the Conservation Congress 
position will be subject to discipline by the Executive Council, which may 
include removal from the Conservation Congress.  



 
3. Is physically, mentally or by choice is not performing the responsibility of 

their elected position as outline under the responsibilities portion of a 
delegate. 

 
4. If a delegate moves out of the county that he or she is elected, their 

membership within that county is void.  It is the responsibility of the 
delegate to provide in writing to the County Chair, Vice-Chair and District 
Councilors written confirmation of their status.  

 
Mr. Anderson, MVOED seconded by Mr. Vanderhoef to not put this on the delegate survey 
but that the Executive Council should enforce article 13 of the Code of Procedures.  Motion 
Carried.  
 
 3.I.  Official Position of the Conservation Congress 
 
For an official position there could be a conference call with the Executive Council and held with 
a 24 hour notice to gain a consensus and an official position.   
 
After discussion it was decided to take no action on this one and Mr. Thiede will explore this with 
Mr. Andryk out Liaison and DNR attorney.  
 
3.J.  Official Position vs. Recommendations
 
Districts and counties should not be able to take an official position.  Rather they could make a 
recommendation that is advanced to the Executive Council to form an official position.  
 
After discussion it was decided to take no action on this one.  
 
3.K.  Committee Selection, Committee Size, District Representation On All Committees 
 
The process is cumbersome and has led to delays.  We need to get Councilors more involved 
meeting dates are an issue and so is the length of service on committees.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Koerner not to put his on the delegate survey.  
Motion carried.  
 
3.L.  Committee Term Limits
 
The current process does not allow for rotation of committee members.   
 
Mr. Baudhuin, MOVED that a committee chair can only serve 3 years.  Motion lost for lack 
of a second.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin MOVED, seconded by Mr. Anderson to limit the term of committee chairs 
and to put a range of term limits on the delegate survey.  Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Thomae MOVED, seconded by Mr. Baudhuin to also have term limits on the secretary 
and committee members.  Motion carried.  
 
3.M.  Code of Procedure Amendment



 
Presently the Code of Procedures states that “Amendments shall be submitted in writing by any 
member of the Executive Council at least 30 days prior to a meeting of the Executive Council.  
Notice of the proposed amendment shall be given to Executive Council members at least ten (10) 
days prior to the next Council meeting.  After such notice, amendment shall be effective upon 
three-quarters vote of the councilors.”    
 
The above should be removed from the Code of Procedures and all requested amendments or 
concerns should be reviewed, discussed by the Rules & Resolutions committee.  This committee 
could then provide their recommendation to the Executive Council.  Additionally, all internal and 
external procedural concerns could be sent to the Conservation Congress liaison who would then 
advance them to the Rules & Resolutions committee chair to be placed on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Anderson MOVED, seconded by Mr. Vanderhoeef to make a recommendation to 
removed XV. B. from the Code of Procedures.  Motion carried.  
 
3.N.  Grievance Procedure 
 
There is no avenue that citizens or delegates can take over a decision made by the Executive 
Council.  
 
Mr. Thomae MOVED, seconded by Mr. Vanderhoef to put this on the delegate survey.   
Motion carried.  
 
3.O.  Delegate testimony before the legislature and quotes to the media and speaking personal 
opinions or recommendations vs. official position 
 
Delegates who are speaking on behalf of themselves should take care to not comment that they 
are with the Conservation Congress.  After discussion it was recommended we take no action 
today.  Mr. Thiede and Ms. Kutzke will look into this mater.  
 
3.P.  To hold the Rules and Resolutions Committee meeting for the assignment of resolution the 
last Friday in April.   
 
Would save money on copies and printing and give more time to organize the annual convention.   
 
Mr. Bonde MOVED, seconded by Vanderhoef to move the Rules and Resolutions regular 
committee meeting to some Friday in April.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
3.Q.  To have all delegates provide input on promotional items and clothing for next years 
convention.   
 
Promotional items that can be purchased at the spring District meetings and picked up at the 2007 
convention.  Will send out with survey to all delegates.  
 
4.  Members Matters
 
Mr. Anderson said the guideline for citizen participation there is not statement about public 
input in VI.  Guideline for citizen participation first paragraph it says:  
 

A. Guideline for Citizen Participation Sessions 



 
The Conservation Congress provides opportunity for citizens to appear before the 
Advisory Committees of the Conservation Congress to provide information on items 
listed or not listed on the agenda.  These appearances shall be brief and concise, to 
accommodate as many persons as possible in the allotted time, the guidelines are as 
follows:  
 

1. Public Forum. 
 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Individuals or organizations will be limited to a total of 5 minutes 
before the Advisory Committee, regardless of the number of topics, 
and following their presentations, may be questioned by committee 
members. 

 
An organization is limited to two (2) spokespersons on an issue. 

 
On complex issues, individuals wishing to appear before the 
Advisory Committee are encouraged to mail advance materials to all 
Advisory Committee members and the Executive Council so that 
these materials may be read prior to the meeting to be better 
informed on the subject in question. 

 
The Executive Council of the Congress encourages individuals to 
confine their remarks to issues and solutions pertaining to the 
appropriate advisory committee in a broad sense of general policy.   

 
Mr. Anderson believes there should be an agenda item on all committee agendas for citizen 
input.  
 
Mr. Anderson noted that District boundaries should be looked at for potential changes.  Mr. 
Anderson will call other Councilors to determine if there is a need for change within the Districts.  
 
Mr. Vanderhoef should have an active co-chair on committees.  We need discussion and good 
minutes and should be provided with recording equipment.  
 
Mr. Thomae said he was on the Rules and Resolutions committee 10 years ago but had to leave, 
and is not back.  He said things have really changed a lot.  
 
Mr. Baudhuin passed.  
 
Mr. Koerner passed.  
 
Mr. Larson asked when this survey will be send back to the committee.  
 
Mr. Thiede thanks for all the discussion and input.   
 
Ms. Kutzke said this was a good meeting.  
 
Mr. Harvey thanks all for your input as it was most important.  
 
Mr. Bonde thanks all for everything.  



 
Mr. Blattler left early but thanked everyone for coming.  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


